GOVERNOR ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

January 22, 2007

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
14" Street & Independence, Southwest
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary,

This is to request that you designate Imperial County in the State of California, a disaster area due to
extreme low temperatures and freezing conditions that began January 13, 2007. Though additional time
is needed to realize the full effect of the freezing temperatures, current estimates are reflecting more than
an 80 percent loss in citrus crops.

The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) requested that the county agricultural
commissioner submit a California County Agricultural Commissioner Disaster Report, which is
enclosed for your review. Preliminary damage/loss estimates exceed $13 million. This damage will be
devastating to affected producers, farm-related businesses and the general economy of the county. If
you have any questions or need additional information, your staff may contact OES Director Henry

" Renteria at (916) 845-8510.

Thank you for your favorable and immediate consideration of this request on behalf of California’s
farmers and ranchers in dire need of USDA disaster assistance.

Enclosure
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Jenuary 18, 2007

Hewry R. Renteria, Divector
Govemor's Officc of Emergency Services
Rancho Cordova, CA 95741-9047

Dear Mr. Renterla.

Impenal Counrty has experienced a major disasier 1o agricullure from exweine low tcmperatures
beginming on the mormung of Saturday, January 13, and continuing through Tuesday, January 16,
2007.

[ am writing to scck vour assistance 10 request a Federal Disaster Designation for Imperial
County duz fo these extreme low lemperarures thal have caused widesprcad damage 10 ¢iirus,
leafy green vegerables, sweet com, crucifcrs and other crops.

We are continwing 1o assess the damage our growers have expericneed, but preliminary estimates
indicaie that 30 percent or more of thesc crops have bezn lost.

Thank vou for your ime ard consideration in this matter. If] can be of any assislance pleast do
not hesitate to contact me at 760-482-4314. [ look forward to working with you and vour staff in

an cffort 1o help growers in imperial County. '
[«QETL‘ > |
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STEPHE? S5AY.L
Agricuitural Commissioner

Cc: Karma Hackmey, CDFA OES

Roberta Bums, Use & Enviromment Grouy, County of San Diego
Fred Nippins, Dircclor OES, County Of San Diego
Victor Carrillo, Imperizl County Board of Supervisor District T
T:r‘ry Grogan, Tmperial County Board of Supervisor Diswicr II-

oe Maruca, Imperial County Board of Supervisor District I11
Gvr\ Wyetl, Iinpera! County Board or‘-aupew sor District [V
Wally Leimgruber, Tmpenial County Board of Supervisor District V

An Equal Qppartunity / Aflirmative Acuion Empleyer .
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CALIFORNIA COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER DISASTER REPORT

F-815

1. County:

2. Date of Disaster:

3. Type and Brief Description of Disaster:

Imperial County

Jan. 6-9, 2007

2007 Freeze

4. Crops 5. 5-Yr. 6. 5-Yr. 7. Acres 8. Acres 9. Acres 10.  Esi. 11, Est.
Damaged: Avg. Avg. Flanted Damaged Not Yield: Dollar
Yield: Price: Planted Loss;
{Ust crops In order of Column No.:
importance, Including | From Annual (From Annual [(5-10)x7
hay & pasiure.) Crop Repori) Crop Reporf) +(5x D xs
Oranges 2475ions  |$275.00/ton | 450 400 275 tons $605,000
Graopefruit 7200 tons $485.00/ton | 800 700 200 tons $3.055,500
Lemons 28000 tons $550.00/ton | 3500 500 24000 jons 32,200,000
Sweet corn 1,125,000 $7.75/ carton | 3000 2500 187,500 37,265,625
; cartens

12, County's Total Crop Acres;
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13. Total Farms in County:
{Use most recent U.5. Farm Census number.}

+316-845-8511 T-021 P 014/017

Number

F-815

14.  Farms with Productlon Losses of:

Number

100%

90 ta 99%

80 to 89%

7010 79%

40 to 69%

50 to 59%

40 to 49%

30to 39%

20t0 29%

Less than 20%

15, lvestock and Poultry Losses of

Number

Destroyed/Damaged

3-Year Avg. Price
(Frem Annval Crop Repori)

Dollar Loss

Caitle (Excluding mn‘k cows}

.

Milk Cows

Milk Production

Sheep

e

Hogs

Poultry

Aquaculture

Apiary

Other

[

—
e

Farms with Physical Losses of:

Number

Mgjor

Minor

Farm Faciliies Damaged:

—
=1

Number

Destroyed

Major

Minor

Dollar Loss

Dwellings & Service Buildings

Siructures

Machinery & Equipment

Land Damages (Acres)

Other

emarks:




